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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|g| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1£i is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^3 Claim(s) 8-19 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) Q Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 05302007 



Application/Control Number: 10/688,754 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3746 

Election 

Applicants' election of the invention of Group II, claims 8-19, is acknowledged. 
The election was made with traverse. Applicants' arguments have been considered but 
are not however effective in demonstrating that the restriction requirement in this case is 
improper. 

Applicants argue the inventions of Groups I and II are related and that the search 
and examination of either group would be relevant to the other. This point is disputed. 
The search for the non-elected method claims in Group I is not in fact part of the 
required examination search for the elected apparatus claims in Group II. Furthermore, 
it is pointed out that, contrary to what applicants suggest, the examination burden is not 
limited exclusively to a prior art search but also includes the effort required to apply the 
art by making and discussing all appropriate grounds of rejection. Multiple inventions, 
such as those in the present application, normally require additional reference material 
and further discussion for each additional invention examined. Concurrent examination 
of multiple inventions would thus typically involve a significant burden even if all sear- 
ches were coextensive. 

For the reasons pointed out above, the restriction requirement is considered pro- 
per and is consequently made final. An action on the merits of elected claims 8-1 9 is 
presented below, and non-elected claims 1-7 are withdrawn from further consideration. 
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Objections To Claims 

Claims 14-19 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(a) for the following reasons: 
In claim 14 and related dependent claims 15-19, "said swirler assembly" (claim 

14, line 6) lacks proper antecedent basis. Note that the cited expression also appears 

in claim 17, line 3, and claim 19, lines 1-2. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC 112 



Claims 8-19 are rejected under 35 USC 112, first and second paragraphs, as the 
claimed invention is not described in such full, clear, concise and exact terms as to 
enable any person skilled in the art to make and use the same, and/or for failing to par- 
ticularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants regard as the 
invention. 

Claims 8 and 14, along with related dependent claims 9-13 and 15-19, describe a 
swirler assembly as "welded to said dome plate" (claim 8, lines 6-7, and claim 14, line 
6). It is not clear how this limitation corresponds to the disclosed embodiment of the 
invention. As best shown by Figure 3, swirler assembly 74 is separated from dome 
plate 72 by other components (elements 76, 120, etc.), and there consequently appears 
to be no point of contact that would permit a weld between the swirler assembly and 
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domeplate. Either the invention has not been fully and properly disclosed so as to be 
enabling for all claimed features (§ 1 12, first paragraph), or the present claims include a 
significant error and do not accurately recite the subject matter which applicants regard 
as the invention (§112, second paragraph). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 102 

Claims 8, 9, 12-15, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anti- 
cipated by Howell et al 739. 

To the extent that the present claims are accurate, all features of the claimed 
combustor dome apparatus appear to be present in prior art dome structure of the type 
disclosed by Howell. Attention is called to the combustor dome shown in Howell's 
Figure 2; note swirler assembly 24, domeplate 21 , and sealplate 98 welded to the 
domeplate at 1 15. Note also that the sealplate comprises integral body and overhang 
portions arranged to form a gap (flanked by faces 82 and 84) between the overhang 
portion and domeplate. 

With regard to claims 9 and 15, attention is called to chamfered edge 139 on the 
opening in Howell's domeplate. 

With respect to claims 12 and 18, attention is further called to baffle 106 
brazed/welded to Howell's sealplate at 136. 
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As concerns claims 13 and 19, it is additionally pointed out that Howell's swirier 
assembly comprises primary swirier 62 and secondary swirier 60. 



Additional References 

Howell et al '637 and '273 are cited as disclosing further pertinent examples of 
prior art combustor dome apparatus. 




L. J. Casaregola 
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